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depends 01 Geard; but when I talked to him about it a few- days
ago he seeiued interested. At least I thought he was. But I always
feel awkward and uneasy with Geard. I don't know why. I feel as
if I were looking down a precipice where ferns and roots and
grasses protrude but where you can't see the bottom. Do you
have any feeling of that sort. Red?"
The man from the Scilly Isles took this question addressed to
their companion as a deliberate piece of irony; but he was
totally wrong.
Red Robinson's opinion of Crummie's father, uttered in the
attentive ears of his two fellow-conspirators, showed that to him
at all events there was no guile in the question.
"Geard's a 'oly old 'umbug. That's what Geard is. But he's
a harss hover money. No more high-deer of money 'as Bloody
Johnny got than my boot-sole 'as. 'Ees strugglin' to ruin 'isself
as 'ard as you or high are tryin' to better ourselves; and that's
sayin' a lot!" And the foreman leered at Dave, as much as to
say: "We know what a good thing you mike of being a
Communist!"
Did any one of these three conspirators to establish a Glaston-
bury commune realize their deep psychic luck in having let their
idea escape upon the air, for the first time, on the summit of
Chalice Hill?
Not one of them! And yet to the invisible naturalists of Glas-
tonbury, commenting curiously upon the strange history of the
place, it must have been apparent that they were led to select this
spot for the inauguration of their wild scheme by some kind of
instinct.
It was at any rate in a voice full of solemn intensity that Paul
Trent now enquired point-blank of his two companions whether
they wanted him to be their intermediary with the great Glaston-
bury landowner, and Dave and Mr. Robinson delayed not to
make it clear to him that this was precisely what they did want
him to do.
"As a lawyer,5' Dave said to him, "you'll realise better than
we do what arguments to use. But everyone knows how badly
Lord P. is in need of money these days; and of course the coun-
cil has the power to raise the local taxes; and of course the